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Charles Wolff received his PhD at the University of Illinois in Physics with a minor in 
Astronomy.  He immediately abandoned his thesis topic (superconductivity) and headed for the 
space program.  John Lindsay recruited Wolff when Lindsay was creating a Solar Physics 
Branch by gathering people and hoping they would gradually become solar physicists.  Wolff 
has been at Goddard ever since, working primarily on solar problems. 
 
Although he has worked on the solar wind and numerical modeling of convection, the bulk of his 
effort has been on solar oscillation modes with long periods—g-modes and r-modes.  He was 
perhaps the first to take seriously the possibility of large numbers of solar g-modes in spite of the 
fact that the standard solar model predicted they could not be excited.  The rotation rates of those 
modes have the possibility of imposing long term periodicities (~months and ~years) on 
convection, solar activity, and solar irradiance.  Over the years, Wolff has published various bits 
of observational evidence for this regular behavior. 
 
For a fuller view, one can scan the titles of some of his publications: 
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